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In this comic, you will read of people who listened 
to their small voices and did great things. 

Champa Devi, a midday meal worker in a school, who taught her village to compost 
and reduce pollution.

Ramveer Tanwar, who gave up a very good job to clean and restore lakes.

Radhika Shastry, a cafe owner, who started auto ambulances for humans and 
animals because the roads were too narrow to allow a regular ambulance.

And many more, who did not take the easy road but the one less walked on, so that 
they could do something useful for their fellow human beings, for animals and the 
environment.

For anyone to do something 
that benefits others, there 
does not have to be a specific 

age or time or place to start. The 
inspiration to be useful comes from 
within. It is a small voice which 
tells us what we must do. But bigger 
voices that can speak louder tell us 
that we don’t have time, or we don’t 
have money or we are too young or 
too old. 
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CHAMPA DEVI
Sonal, 

that’s the 
wrong dustbin 
for a banana 

peel.

I always 
get confused 
between the 
wet and dry 

dustbins.

That’s 
not true. The wet 

waste is composted 
and the dry is recycled. 
Our Mann ki Baat story 
is about a cleanliness 

champion called 
Champa Devi.

Pinky 
hasn’t come 

TO SCHOOL for 
three days. 

Why?

Your
daughter 

didn’t come 
to school 

again
today.

What are 
you burning?

The smoke can 
make your 

child’s cough 
worse.

Cough! 
Cough!

Pinky 
has a 

fever and 
a cough.

Just 
leaves and 

waste.

I’ll 
check 

on her on 
my way 
home.

She’s 
been sick.

It doesn’t 
really matter. It 
all ends up in the 

dump yard.

On a hot afternoon in 2019, Champa Devi, a 
midday meal worker* in the Devar village 
school, was serving food to the children.

Later that evening -

*government school meal programme workers who cook for school kids
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There were other women who also wanted 
to learn from Champa Devi. Soon -

Why don’t 
you try composting? 

Collect vegetable peels, 
leaves, and leftover

food in a special bin or pit. 
Over time, it will change 

into compost which 
will be good for 
your vegetable 

garden.

Really? 
The smoke has 
been troubling 
us a lot. Will 
you teach

us?

In this 
large pit we 

are going to layer 
kitchen scraps, dry 

leaves and grass. One 
layer of wet waste 

from the kitchen and 
one layer of dry 
waste from the 

garden.

Put the 
kitchen waste in 

the green bin and the 
dry waste in the red 

bin. When the green bin 
gets full you can put 

THE WASTE in the 
pit.

The children 
are so excited

about separating 
the waste!

Sure.

Slowly, in steps, Champa Devi taught 
the women of the village how to 
compost and avoid burning waste.

Soon, she got them red and 
green bins to separate the waste.
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Use the 
blue bin for

paper, glass and 
metal waste. They 

can also be reused 
or recycled. 

compost your 
wet waste like 

we taught 
you.

IT'S 
GOOD THAT 

WE ARE GETTING 
TOGETHER TO 
PLANT TREES.

 

You 
have changed 

the face of your 
village, Champa 
Devi! Teach us 

too.

Willingly! 
All our villages 

must be clean and 
healthy for our 

children and
ourselves.

More 
trees mean 

cleaner
 air, too!

Put
plastic items
like bottles 

and bags in the 
Yellow bin for 

recycling.

A few weeks later -

The news of Champa Devi’s work 
spread to neighbouring villages.

Three years later, PM Modi acknowledged 
Champa Devi’s efforts on his radio programme, 
Mann Ki Baat, much to the joy of the entire 
village.

Champa Devi
has planted 
hundreds of 

trees and through 
sheer hard work 

has created a 
VILLAGE full of 

greenery.

Champa Devi hopes THAT more 
people will join her in creating a 
greener and cleaner environment.

Before long, the women had distributed the coloured bins to every house 
in the village. And now there were more colours for more types of waste.
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RAMVEER TANWAR
Nair Sir had taken his students to a nearby lake to show them migratory birds, but -

There’s 
hardly any 
water, sir.

And 
the place 
is stinking 
of rotting 
garbage.

Come on, 
let’s go to the 
park down the 
road instead. 

I have a story 
that I hope will 

inspire you.

Is the 
story about 

another dirty 
lake, sir?

This one is 
about 80 lakes 
that were dirty 

and lifeless, 
but have now 
been revived.

Ramveer Tanwar was always in a rush to finish his lunch after school.

Ramveer, 
eat slowly or 
you will choke 
on the food! Yes, 

Ma. 

Oh no! 
Look at the 
state of the 

lake! 
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The boy is 
running as if 
his pants are 

on fire.

It’s not 
fire that is 
making him 
run. It is 

water.

That was true. everyday, ramveer took a herd of cattle to graze by the lake near his house.

This is the 
best time of 
day. The cows 
get the best 
grass and I 
get the best 

view.

Ramveer could spend hours watching the wind rippling over the water.

The years passed and Ramveer 
left for the city to study 
Mechanical engineering. But 
each time he visited home -

He spoke about it to his 
friends and classmates.

In the name of 
development, they have 

changed the face of Dadha. 
Greater Noida is just 

becoming a crowded and 
noisy urban area.

We 
need to get 

together and 
do something 

about it.

Luckily for them, 
their college gave 
them a chance to join 
programmes to work 
for the environment.

This is our 
chance. We’ll form 

a group and work to 
protect water bodies. 

We’ll go to people 
and educate them 
about the need to 
conserve water 

and trees.

Count 
me in.

Me 
too!

Yes, son. 
They say our 

village is being 
developed.

They are filling up one 
lake after the other to make 
houses. There are hardly any 

trees left around here.
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Ramveer formed a group - ‘Jal Chaupal’* 
and, along with his friends started holding 
informal chats with villagers. 

Babuji, 
we have to 

protect our 
lakes or they 
will be taken 
by builders. You are 

right, son. 
Tell us what 

to do.

*community for Water

Though Ramveer got a job in a big 
company, he gave it up in two years.

There’s a bigger job 
for me to do. The problem is 
in the way urban drainage is 

being connected to lakes. It is 
happening everywhere. All the 
sewage and garbage is dumped 

into ponds or lakes.

In 2018, Ramveer founded an NGO called 
'Say Earth'. here, With friends and 
volunteers, he works to restore water 
bodies and create urban forests.

The garbage in 
lakes forms layers. 

These layers have to be 
removed one by one, the 
natural percolation of 

water restored and the 
surroundings planted 

with trees.

In six years, Ramveer’s NGO has revived 80 lakes 
and created four urban forests in six states. 

When I 
see people 

using the track 
around the lake 
for walking, and 
the water birds 
coming here to 
nest and feed, I 

feel good.

Ramveer’s work was shared on social 
media and people call him the ‘Pondman of 
India’. The Prime Minister has recognised 
his efforts and commended him for it. 



How do I 
get the Aadhaar 

card?

but -

Due to the poor internet connectivity 
in his village, Om Prakash was barely 
able to help anyone.

That’s a 
great idea! 
I will help 

you.

Remember, how much Pandey ji 
had to struggle to get his father’s 
death certificate? I was thinking of 
starting a Common Services centre 

(CSC)* that can help our village 
get access to various government 
services like aadhaar card, birth 

and death certificates.

Padmini, I want 
to go beyond teaching. 
I want to do something 

for our community.

Om Prakash Singh was a school 
teacher in Hasanganj village of 
Unnao district in Uttar Pradesh.

The internet 
is a necessity 

for you, but many 
indians still do not 
have access to it. 

Today’s story is about 
a man called Om 

Prakash Singh who 
helped this tool 
reach many of
 our villages.

Yes, we could not 
complete most of our 
schoolwork without 

the internet.

Sir, the storm yesterday 
caused an internet outage 

in the whole city.

OM PRAKASH SINGH

What
 do you want 

to do?

Om Prakash bought some computers 
and registered his CSC in 2015.

*physical facilities for delivering Government services to rural and remote locations

The internet 
connection is slow 
so I’m not able to 
submit the form. 
I’ll try again in 

an hour.
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I have even 
created a free Wi-Fi 

zone around my service 
centre so anyone who 
needs internet access 
can benefit from it. I 

wish to see every 
villager get access 

to the internet.

Thank you, 
chacha*! This 
is amazing!

Did you know
there is something
called Bharatnet, a

broadband connection
that can even reach

our village? 

I’m going to 
Delhi to attend a 

digital India programme. 
I want to find out how 
we can get an internet 

connection in our 
village.

Om Prakash has given internet 
connections to 82 gram 
panchayats and is still giving 
free connections to hospitals, 
schools and anganwadis^.

soon -

A few months later, Om Prakash 
began to charge a small amount 
for the connections and most 
people were happy to pay. 

On his return -this continued for three 
years till one day -

He soon began to give internet 
connections to the homes in 
his village for free.

*Uncle in Hindi

The connections Om
Prakash established, 
have helped thousands 
of students during the 
Covid lockdown.

^A rural mother and childcare centre

That’s great. 
Now people will 

be able to get their 
Aadhaar cards made 

with ease.

Now you can 
look up different 

subjects through your 
mobile phone. You can get 
information on anything 
you want. You can even 
send messages to your

 friends for free.

Om Prakash, 
thanks to you, 
most houses in 
our village have 

an internet 
connection.

Now I’m 
going to 
ensure 

the nearby 
villages get 
an internet 
connection 

too.
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That ambulance 
cannot go up the narrow 
path. They’ll have to bring 

the patient all the 
way down! 

People tell 
me that a vegetarian 

cafe will not work. But 
I believe it will.

Yes, he’ll be there 
in five minutes. But can 

you think of a situation when 
an ambulance is not able to 

reach a patient in time?
That’s what Radhika Shastry 
realised when she started 

living in Coonoor.

Poor Raul! 
It seems he 
twisted his 
leg badly 

while playing 
cricket.

they say it could be a 
fracture. Anyway, the ambulance will 

soon have him at the hospital. 

Radhika Shastry had lived and worked for 
30 years in Bengaluru. Now she was moving 
to Coonoor where she had opened a cafe.

All the children were huddled together in front of the school, 
watching an ambulance take a Class 10 boy to hospital.

RADHIKA SHASTRY

While Cafe Diem built for itself an unshakeable reputation, 
Radhika’s mind turned to other problems.
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The service 
will be absolutely 

free.

What 
is that, 
ma’am?

How do 
you plan to 
use AmbuRx, 

ma’am?

I am going to 
donate them to the 
hospitals here. They 
will know how to use 

them. I just have 
one condition.

I heard that 
a Toda* lady couldn’t 
take her daughter to 

the hospital because no 
ambulance could reach 

her village.

Why can’t we 
have smaller vehicles 

as ambulances? It will be 
easier for them to move 

on our roads.

It was a happy day when the six auto 
ambulances drove into Coonoor. They 
were named AmbuRx.

The auto rickshaws were fitted with a stretcher, an oxygen 
cylinder, drip hooks, a fire extinguisher and a first aid box.

This brought out the entrepreneur in Radhika, once again.

Radhika raised money through crowdfunding and bought six auto 
rickshaws. she got them modified into ambulances in Jabalpur.

Radhika’s AmbuRx takes care of the 
medical needs of the poor in remote 
tribal villages. She has recently started 
a veterinary ambulance service as well.

*A tribe that lives in the Nilgiris
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Sonal, 
why didn’t
you come

out to
play?

CHINTALA VENKAT REDDY
The students had just returned to class after recess.

In 2017, Chintala Venkat Reddy, a well-to-do farmer 
from Telangana, was having a discussion with his 
friend, who was a doctor.

The conversation left a deep
impact on Reddy’s mind.

Sir,
Sonal never
comes out to

play in the sun.

That’s not
entirely true, 

Sujit. Vitamin D can
be found in dairy

products. A farmer
called Chintala Venkat
Reddy has found an

innovative way to
grow plants
that contain 

Vitamin D.

I was 
reading.

I’ve heard 
the only way

to get Vitamin D 
Is to be out in 

the sun.
Reddy, 

you are lucky
you are a farmer
and get enough 

sun every 
day.

Most 
of my young 

patients these 
days have Vitamin d

deficiency. Everyone 
is so busy at work 
indoors, that they 

don’t get to
be in the

sun.

Why
so?

That 
is not
good! Yes, 

Vitamin D 
regulates bone 

and muscle health 
and the lack of it can

 cause tiredness, 
poor immunity and 

depression.

Young 
people falling
ill because of

Vitamin D deficiency 
is a grave problem. 
Something should 

be done 
about it.
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If plants
can perform 

photosynthesis
for their food,
why can’t they
also produce

Vitamin D 
from the

sun?

While on his farm one day, Reddy had a brainwave.

Reddy began to experiment on his farm. In one bed, he added animal products like eggs, milk, 
ghee and cheese.

There
are plants
that can 

produce Vitamin
A and C, let’s

see if they can
also produce

Vitamin D.

I hope
the plants
absorb the
nutrients

from
these.

Reddy created three sample beds with 
rice and wheat for his experiments.

In the second, he added a
solution of Vitamin D tablets.

In the third bed, he added a paste of carrots, 
sweet potatoes and maize flour.



CHINTALA VENKAT REDDY

After experimenting with different varieties of rice and wheat for two years -

Reddy
sir, it works! 
We tested the

wheat and found
1,606 IU* of 
Vitamin D. The

rice also
contains it.

The mixture in the third bed had been successful
in helping the plants convert Vitamin A to Vitamin D.

Chintala Venkat Reddy is also the brains 
behind numerous farming techniques that he 
freely allows the world to benefit from.

The plant samples were tested 
in different soil conditions by 
government officials and the
state agricultural university.

This is
Brilliant!

There are
variations,

of course, but
all samples

contain
Vitamin D.

Who 
would have

thought a soil
spray technique^ 
could keep my 
crops healthy

and pest-
free?

Reddy is also the first independent farmer in India to receive 
an international patent for his soil swapping** and soil fertility 
techniques. He also holds numerous national patents.

In 2020, he was awarded the Padma Shri 
by the Government of India for his
efforts in the field of organic farming.

*International Units  
^known as CVR (Chintala Venkat Reddy) soil technique

**a technique where the top layer of 
   soil is replaced to improve fertility



 SANDEEP KUMAR BADSRA 
Have 

you moved
to your 

new home 
yet?

No, I’m moving
tomorrow. But while

packing, I realised I have
many books from the
previous years. What

do I do with 
them?

The students decided to ask Nair sir for
a solution.

You can
donate them to
the local NGO,

Charan. They give books
to children In the 

nearby slums, much
like the hero of

Today’s Mann ki baat
story, Sandeep

Kumar.

One evening in 2016, Sandeep Kumar Badsra, a
teacher in Chandigarh, was shopping at the 
local market, when he saw some of his students.

Hello,
boys! What are 
you doing here?
And what are
these books

for?

hello, 
Sir. We’re 

going to give 
them to the 
raddiwala*. 

*Scrap collector who collects books and newspapers 

Instead of
giving them To

the raddiwala, why
don’t you give them

to me? I'll give
these books to
children in the
nearby slum.

Sure, 
sir. take 
them.

Soon, many students gave 
their old books to Sandeep. 

We will
collect more 
books from 
our friends 

for you.

Encouraged by their response, Sandeep started 
visiting the houses in his neighbourhood.

Namaste! 
We are 

collecting books
for children who 
can’t afford them. 
Would you like to 

donate any?

I
 have some 
notebooks,
pencils and 
crayons. Can 

I give
those?

Sure. 
Thank 
you!

Over the next few weeks, Sandeep
collected a large number of
books, notebooks and stationery.
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Sandeep then bought a second-
hand scooter and took the
booKS TO a nearby slum.

About a year later -  

Sandeep purchased a minivan and 
converted it into a mobile library. 

Sandeep regularly brought books to the children 
and even taught them to read and write.

With his mobile library, Sandeep began 
to visit children in the slums of 
chandigarh, Mohali and Panchkula.

Hi, would
you like to
take these 

books? They 
are full of 
wonderful 

stories.

Really? 
But we don’t 

have any
money to buy 

them.

And many
of us don’t 

know how to 
read. There’s 

no one to 
teach us.

It’s 
got many 
colourful 
pictures.

Sounds 
great! Your 
bhabhi* and 
I will help 
you in your 

mission.

Brother, I
want to dedicate my

life to The education of
underprivileged children.

i will start a mobile 
library that will provide 
books to them. I'll call 

the project 'Hope 
on Wheels'.

Yay,
Sandeep 
Chachu^ 
is here!

What 
books have 
you got for 

us this 
time?

I have a
huge collection 

for you! But 
remember, keep

the books safe and 
return them to me 

when I come 
next time.

*Sister-in-law in Hindi

Over the next three years, 200 volunteers collected 
over 40,000 books for Sandeep’s cause.

Sandeep’s work found special mention in PM Modi‘s radio programme, Mann Ki Baat. 

With the
help of kind

people, we can 
continue to provide

the gift of education. 
I wish one day all 
children can enjoy 
reading, regardless 

of their financial 
situation.

Don’t
worry, you

can take these 
books for free 
and I will also 
teach you to

read.

^Uncle in Hindi
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Yes, this 
reminds me of

something I read 
the other day, about 
eco-friendly plates 

made in the 
Netherlands.

Look, Suresh, 
this vendor is 

using containers 
made from dried 

leaves. How 
clever!

Another 
Mann Ki Baat 

story!

I’m glad 
you remember, 

Shreyas. 

Yes, Nair Sir 
was telling us it 

can take up to 1,000 
years for plastic 

to decompose.  

And 
it’s all
plastic 

too.

Look how much 
garbage there 

is around 
here! 

It was 2018 and Suresh and his wife, 
Maithili, were standing at a roadside 
eatery, enjoying hot samosas.

It was a hot afternoon and the students were enjoying ice golas* outside their school. 

SURESH AND MAITHILI

*Crushed ice flavoured with syrup 

What if I told 
you that a couple 

from Karnataka has 
come up with a 
solution to this 
very problem?

The 
container 

seems strong 
too.
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I’m glad 
we can start 

production in a 
small way. 

We’ll find
 a way. 

With everything 
locked down due to 
covid-19, how will we 
source the leaves 
or find workers?

Once we 
clean the leaves, we 
will soften them with 
natural oils so that 
they can be shaped 

as required.

I need the 
fallen palm leaves 

to make palm leather*. 
Will you sell them 

to me?  

They found help in the form of a grant 
through the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana^.

However, the two were faced 
with another challenge. 

They decided to use the sturdy leaves of 
areca palms found in the area and reached 
out to local farmers.

Suresh, who had grown up taking care 
of a groundnut plantation, could not 
stop thinking about the vendor’s idea.

*Term used for the product

soon -

If we can 
collect and process 
the dry leaves from 

areca palms, we could 
make a substitute for 

plastic plates 
and cups. 

It would 
create local 
employment 

too.

of course. 
My brother will 
be happy to do 

so too. 

Yes, we’ll 
have to do the 

work ourselves.

^a government scheme to develop farming
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I can’t believe 
these sandals are 

fully biodegradable. 
What a wonderful 

alternative to plastic 
and leather!

These plates 
can be put in the 
microwave oven.

amazing!

In his radio show, the PM lauded the 
couple and encouraged citizens to buy 
indigenous, sustainable products. 

Today, Suresh and Maithili’s venture is 
a booming success, with products being 
exported internationally.

The unique products were 
soon in high demand. 

soon, a few workers came in. They 
could start making additional products. 

Suresh and Maithili started a small venture named Bhoomi Agro Ventures.
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did you know this 
is how to say ‘how
are you’ In sign

language?

DEEPMALA PANDEY

I know 
the sign for 
hello. Let’s 

all sign 'hello' 
when Nair sir 

walks in.

Sign language!
That reminds me of 

Deepmala Pandey. She 
has helped children 

with hearing and speech 
difficulties to join 
regular school. 

Deepmala Pandey was the principal
oF a primary school in Bareilly*.

...with the arrival of a student, Anmol.

*city in Uttar Pradesh

She had been teaching since 2009 
but her life changed in 2018...

Thank
you for

admitting my 
son. He is mute 

and has learning 
disabilities, so I 

was afraid to
send him to

school.

We’ll
take care of 

him, don’t worry. 
Good morning, 

Anmol!
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Why
is this

child always
with you? 
Shouldn’t
he be in
class?

He’s still 
getting used 
to the school 
environment. 
We must be 

patient.

Deepmala began to communicate 
with Anmol using sign language...

...and Anmol began communicating back.

Good
morning.

Eventually, he sat in class, learning 
along with the other students.

The day Anmol got a government scholarship, was a proud moment.

 Usually
the parents
of disabled 

children sign
the form on their 
behalf But Anmol

is signing it
himself!

My son 
has become
so confident 

and self-
reliant.
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How many 
more Anmols 

must there be, 
eager to learn 
but denied the 
opportunity?

Deepmala launched a campaign...
One

Teacher, One
Call! Each of us will
reach out to at least 

one other educator and 
explain why it’s important 
to enroll children with 
disabilities. The RPWD

Act* Supports
this.

...and enrollments soared.

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, schools shut 
down, but the teachers doubled their efforts.

Over 600 children with disabilities have been enrolled 
under the 'One Teacher, One Call' campaign. 

Let’s 
conduct 

supplementary 
classes for 

students with 
learning

disabilities.

Yes, this
will be a

space where 
they can ask 

questions and 
learn at their 

own pace.

We can
do socially 

distanced home 
tutoring for

those without a
computer.

We will
undergo special 
training on how

to teach disabled 
students effectively. 

They deserve the
same quality of 

education as
anyone else.

*RIGHT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

DEEPMALA HOPES FOR GOVERNMENT SUPPORT TO HELP BETTER IMPLEMENT SUCH CHANGES.
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Of course! 
Please go sit down 

near the fan.

That’s very 
nice. You are 

just like the hero 
of our story 

today, Sreeman 
Narayanan. 

Let’s fill a 
bowl of water 

for him.

*District in Kerala

It was a hot summer afternoon in 2018. 
69-year-old Sreeman Narayanan was busy 
looking after the customers in his small 
restaurant in Muppathadam village in 
Ernakulam*.

SREEMAN NARAYANAN

^Elder brother in Malayalam

Look at 
that poor 
dog. He’s 
thirsty!

I have a 
bowl we can 

use.

Narayanan, send 
a big jug of water to 
my table. The heat is 

unbearable today.

Sure, 
cheta^.

Partha kutty, 
place two large bowls 
of water and place it 

under that tree. It will 
help the poor, thirsty 

birds.

He has 
distributed more 

than 10,000 clay pots 
to provide water 
to birds in the

summer.

Sir, we did a 
good deed today. 
We gave water to 

a thirsty dog.



SREEMAN NARAYANAN

25

we will, 
Narayanan 

sir!

I’m 
planting 

trees, Partha. 
The fruits these 
trees bear will 

be useful to 
us and birds 

alike.

What are 
you doing, 

cheta?

Please 
fill these up 

and keep them in 
your backyard. Many 
birds can quench 

their thirst.

I think these 
earthen pots can 

hold enough water 
for a hundred 

birds. 

Over the next few months, 
Narayanan supervised the 
plantation of over 10,000 
trees in his village.

Narayanan, along with a few 
of his friends, once again 
began to visit the homes in 
his neighbourhood.

Soon, many people came 
to know about Narayanan’s 
work and offered to keep 
the pots in their yards.

Narayanan bought more pots and began 
to distribute them to his neighbours.

The next day, Narayanan found some pots 
in his house and filled them with water.

Narayanan named his 
project, Jeeva jalathinu 
oru mannu pathram, which 
means 'an earthen pot 
for life-saving water'.

A few weeks later -

How many 
pots can I 

Take? As many as 
you can use to 

give water to the 
birds. With most 
water sources 
drying up, this is 
the least we can 

do for them.

We will 
gladly do 

it.

We want your 
permission to plant 
fruit trees in your 

compound. But you must 
assure me that the fruits 
of one tree will be left 

for the birds.
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Of 
course! 
We will 

distribute 
them in 

residential 
communities 
and schools 
and colleges

 as well.

I don’t 
want to save 

for my future 
by ignoring the 

present destruction 
of the environment. 
I feel like my life 

should be a 
message to 
the world.

Yes, I have 
already ordered 

10,000 earthen pots. 
Will you help me 
distribute them?

Restarting 
the earthen pot 

campaign, eh?

My three 
children are 

settled and happy. 
Now I dedicate all 

my earnings to 
this cause.

Sarojini 
amma, take 

a few saplings 
and plant them 
around your 

house.

Over the next three years, Narayanan 
distributed nearly one lakh earthen 
vessels for free.

When the pots got over, 
Narayanan ordered for more.

The next summer -

He soon went from one village to another, distributing the saplings.

He also began to buy hundreds of saplings and -

Narayanan spent over 15 lakh rupees and distributed 50,000 saplings in his entire district.

A follower of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
ideologies, Narayanan recently 
received the S.K. Pottekkatt award 
and the Vriksha Mitra award for 
his work. He was also praised by 
PM Modi on Mann ki Baat.

Can I 
take a few 
too? I can 

see a sapota 
sapling.

Narayanan, 
you are truly a 

crusader for the 
environment. But how 
are you funding all 

these saplings?
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 I’m really 
fascinated by 
our freedom 

struggle.

Books 
are not for 

the likes 
of you!

Amma, I 
want to share 

my books with all 
the children in 

the village. 

Let me tell you 
the story of a man 
who loved books so 
much, he would read 
them in one night. His 
name is Dr Kurella 

Vittalacharya.

Look at this 
book on Indian
independence.

Such was his passion, that he would 
borrow books from his friends… 

Despite his poverty and circumstances, Kurella 
managed to keep reading and keep learning.

^landlords

The zamindars^ discouraged 
education for the poor.

But very soon -

Kurella loved books even though 
he did not have too many.

In 1948, 10-year-old Kurella Vittalacharya 
from the village of Yellanki*, was building 
a small library.

It was the library 
period at school.

DR KURELLA VITTALACHARYA 

I promise 
I will give this 
back tomorrow 

morning.

It takes 
me months 
to read one 

book.

*in telangana
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I am using 
my savings to 

build a huge hall 
on the ground 
floor of my 

house.

It took a few years, but in 2014 -

All while also attending school.

…read them all night long… …and finish them by morning.

Soon, he finished college and started teaching Telugu. He later did his Ph.D and 
became the principal of a government college. He was now able to buy many books.

Kurella also wrote 22 books in Telugu.

In 1993, he retired and 
returned to his village.

You 
finished it 
already!?

Your 
book.

Now I can make 
the library I wanted. 
These children will 
have the resources 

I never had. 

What are 
you doing, 

Principal Sir?
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One part of my 
house is now a library 

dedicated to anyone who wants 
to learn. All 5,000 of my books 
are available here for free. If 

anyone else wants to donate 
their books, I will 

be grateful.

Authors, poets and students responded. Soon the 5,000 books grew to 2,00,000! These 
included some very rare books too.

soon -

Kurella converted the first floor 
into a library as well. The 'Acharya 
Kurella Grandhalayam' has now 
become a treasury of knowledge.

For his contribution to the Telugu 
language, Dr Kurella Vittalacharya 
was awarded the Dasarathi Award in 
2019. PM Modi also mentioned him in 
Mann ki Baat.

We need more 
space! I have to make 

a bigger library.

So far, 
eight research 

scholars have got 
their Ph.Ds based on 

the information 
they got in my 

library.

What makes me 
happiest is that my 

library has inspired others 
to set up rural libraries. 

This means that children in 
small villages will not 
suffer due to lack of 

resources.
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It’s 
become 
so dirty 

now.

I’ll 
help 
too.

It all started when 22-year-old Rahul 
Maharana visited Astaranga Beach*.

A few moments later -

RAHUL MAHARANA

*in Odisha

The mangrove adjoining the beach was in worse condition.

What 
are you 
doing?

cleaning up. we 
want to play here 

but it's mucky. 

It’s so nice 
to see you working 
to keep your school 

clean. You are all just 
like the young cleanliness 
champion, Rahul Maharana, 

who cleaned up an 
entire beach with 

his friends. 

This place 
used to be 
beautiful! 

The water 
is practically 
choked with 

waste!
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Mangroves
are important to 

the ecosystem and 
protect the land 

from the sea! They 
must be taken 

care of.

It gets 
thrown into 

the river by the 
people living on 

the banks.

This bottle 
is covered in so 

many layers of mud! 
The waste must have 
been piling up for 

a long time.

Armed with a gunny sack and a mission...

...Rahul began spending his Sundays at Astaranga.
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I’m 
glad we’re 

planting these 
mangroves.

I spend 
most of my 

wages on them. 
It feels good to be 
making a difference. 

My parents are 
supportive too.

So far, Rahul has cleared 2,250 kgs of waste.Rahul is also an advocate 
for wetland restoration.

His efforts drew public notice. On 8 January, 2022, he conducted 
his first clean-up drive, in which many volunteers participated.

Rahul, who now works as a security guard, is still committed to his goal.

Thanks for 
your efforts, 

everyone! We’ve 
done a good 
day’s work.

HOORAY!

Isn’t it 
difficult to 

find the time 
and money to do 
these clean-up 

projects?

When 
they’re fully 
grown, they’ll 

be brimming with 
biodiversity and 

protect the 
coastline.

That number will keep growing 
if people keep littering. I want to 
sensitise them to the dangers of 
pollution. If everyone does their 

part to save the environment, 
it will surely thrive.
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